.66                         JAMES HEPBTIRN EARL OF BOTH WELL.

CHAP,   of the Earl of Mar, and on her return in September
did not for some days take up her abode in Holy-

15GG. xood Palace, but instead, according to the frequent
custom of the Scottish monarchs,1 first stayed in a
private dwelling, and afterwards in the so-called
" Exchequer House " in Edinburgh, while Both well
resided in the vicinity with his adherent David
Chalmers of Ormond, also well known as an author.
Not without a certain amount of ready sarcasm,
which does not exactly suit well with the " tragic ;;
character of his history, but in an eloquent style,
and in the flowing Latin in which that period
sought to vie with antiquity, Buchanan sets forth
circumstantially enough how Bothwell is said to
have surprised the Queen by night, but how the
violence of which Buchanan says she afterwards
complained must in reality only pass as feigned,
because she herself, without necessity, some nights
afterwards suddenly caused Bothwell to be sum-
moned to her, employing as her messenger Lady
Eeres, one of her Court ladies, who is here desig-
nated as a former mistress of BothwelL2 On the
ground of this representation, Buchanan then finds
only too explicable the interest which in the fol-
lowing month took the Queen from Jedburgh to
visit the wounded Earl, and thus, according to him,
the relations between the Queen and Bothwell
were before that time plainly enough settled.

1 Thus when Mary Stuart, after     (Diurnal   of Qccurwnts,   p.  94.)

having fled from Holyrood on the     Some days afterwards she removed

occasion of the murder of Eiecio,     to a house on the eminence to-

had returned victorious to Edin-     wards the castle, where her mother

burgh, she would not immediately     the Queen Kegent had formerly

take up her abode in the Palace,     dwelt [on the site now occupied

but resided at first in " my Lord     by the Free Church College].
Home's   lodging,  callit the auld
bishope of Dunkell, his lodging."        2 Note F, Appendix.